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the invention of solitude by sam mara is a narrative - a fact that definitely separates it from the
classic historical biographies. in this narrative, the author tells us of the life of lord byron, who, after
being very famous, wandered a lot all over europe, including italy. during his travels he fell in love
with shelley, his companion; this is how they got married and found a permanent dwelling in italy.

however, he was still looking for something more and on his way back to england, visited the greek
islands of the aegean sea. in the book by mara, it is described how byron spent his time and how he
came to the conclusion that the only way to have a truly free life is to be alone, which he did by the
end of his life. this narrative makes this book of the invention of solitude very interesting. it makes
the reader think, as this book is full of narrations - everything is told. there are interesting stories,

like of the one when byron got to the island of leucadia and wrote a poem about a lion he
encountered there. it is full of interesting information, in addition to having an interesting narrative.

the reader also learns a lot about byron, which is especially useful when reading about the
personality and the life of this author, because he is described in such detail that the reader can
picture him. the last chapter of the book is very interesting as well, as it is about the life of lord

byron and his unusual love, with ada lovelace, the author of his era's computer program. the book
was written to a great extent in a literary language, but it is not difficult to understand, as sam mara

explained the meaning of certain expressions, e.g. “he had met with a youth of singular
appearance”. the book has a good storyline, and it is very interesting to read how one of the most

famous english poets in the world came to the conclusion that his life would be better spent in
solitude. i highly recommend it.
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